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controlled throughout by telegraph by those who
have never been near the scene of operations or
have any notion of the people to be dealt with. It
can hardly be said in favour of this system that it
engenders the confidence of a commander in himself
or calls forth his best efforts. In spite of all labour
expended on a good mule road and stockades built
to be garrisoned by Military Police, which was the
original intention, with a view to dominating the
country instead of merely going in and coming out
of the hills, final orders on breaking up of the force
showed to the regret of all ranks that this intention
had been abandoned. It had been hoped that the
post at Rotang would have been instrumental in
putting a stop to slave trading and other cruel
practices of these savage tribes, and the final decision
was the more disappointing because the Abors (particu-
larly the Panghi section) having learnt during our
stay to appreciate some of the blessings of civilisa-
tion, were anxious for a trading post and the benefits
of a hospital. Whether this policy is likely to pro-
duce good effects only the future can show. Past
history here does not offer much hope of permanent
friendly relations and good behaviour unless we
recast our methods in dealing with these frontier
tribes.

Of all hill expeditions of modern times, at least
on the eastern side of India, General Penn Symond's
action in putting down the disorders in the Chin
hills in 1889-90, can well be held up as an example
of successful operations of that nature, when he
overran the country with small columns, giving
neither himself, his troops, nor the enemy, any rest